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established a special Ministry of Education which did its best,
but it was not until 1919 that the Commission under Sit
Michael Sadler was appointed with terms of reference which
denoted that remedies were sincerely sought. This Com/
mission condemned wholesale. It declared that the whole
conduct of secondary and university education was wrong; it
aimed, among other things, at a relieving of universities of
vast numbers of undergraduates and an encouragement of the
teaching and residential type of universities.
Official action was taken, but the shortage of money has
been a serious obstacle to progress. The establishment of
intermediate institutions, for instance, was largely paralysed
because financial means were not forthcoming. The subject
has inspired unofficial complaint in nearly all the provincial
legislatures of India. Enemies of the Macaulay tradition have
grown in number and in sinew, and in many instances the
comparative failure of the Government of India to make the
educational structure more in tune with the country's cultural
and economic aspirations has had an enriching effect on party
polemics.
Education in India, therefore, marches with tardy steps. At
the present day only 130 in every thousand males and 22 in
every thousand females can read and write. Several provinces
in a desperate effort to remedy matters have adopted the
principle of compulsory education; but compulsory education
as an ideal is different fiom compulsory education as a going
concern. Everywhere money is needed. The country simply
cannot afford real progress in education. It is too undeveloped,
its taxable back is too weak. Besides, there are other diffi/
culties. Western education to certain castes is like heresy to
certain religions. Poverty is also in powerful opposition.
Parents want their children to earn rather than to learn. Even
those who realise that the future is for the educated and not
for the ignorant allow their children to attend school only
until they catch a smattering of knowledge. The country is
being flooded with such dangerous persons. Their short